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Bolbitis was established by Schott (1834) for a group of species in

Acrostichum with a creeping rhizome and anastomosing veins. The genus is

pantropical with about 80 species, which has been placed in Lomariopsida-

ceae, Dennstaedtiaceae, Dryopteridaceae and Bolbitidaceae (Ching, 1931;

Hennipman, 1977; Holttum, 1954; Smith et al., 2006; Tryon and Tryon,

1982). Hennipman (1977) monographed the genus and recognized 44 species

and 13 hybrids, with 12 taxa listed as species dubiae. In a revision of the

Chinese species, Dong and Zhang (2005) followed Iwatsuki (1959) and
Hennipman (1977) in merging Egenolfia Schott with Bolbitis based on
herbarium studies, field observations, and SEMstudies of the spores.

Egenolfia Xyunnanensis Ching et Chiu, a natural hybrid, was described from

Jinghong, Yunnan, China. It was reported to be a hybrid between Bolbitis

angustipinna (Hayata) H. Ito and Egenolfia sinensis (Baker) Maxon (Ching,

1983). This interspecific hybrid had previously been described by Hennipman
(1977) as Bolbitis angustipinna X B. sinensis from Xishuangbanna, Yunnan,
China. In a taxonomic revision of the genus in China, Dong and Zhang (2005)

listed Egenolfia Xyunnanensis under the hybrid formula name Bolbitis

angustipinna x B. sinensis but did not provide a nothospecific name in

Bolbitis.

When Egenolfia Xyunnanensis is transferred to Bolbitis, as Bolbitis

the resulting name is illegitimate under Article 53.1 of the

code (McNeill et al., 2006) because an earlier homonym exists:
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Bolbitis yunnanensis Ching (1983), described from Simao, Yunnan, China
(Wang, 1999). Therefore, a new name is required.

Bolbitis Xmultipinna F. G. Wang, K. Iwats. & F. W. Xing, nom. nov.

Egenolfia X yunnanensis Ching et Chiu in Ching and Wang, Acta Phytotax.
Sin. 216-217. 1983, non Bolbitis yunnanensis Ching in Ching and Wang,
Acta Phytotax. Sin. 21(2): 214. 1983. TYPE.—China. Yunnan austr.:

Xushuangbanna, Yunnan Complex Exped. 5775 in dense forest, alt. 850 m
(holotype, PE!; isotype, KUN).

Distribution. —Endemic to China: Yunnan.
Habitat and Ecology. —Terrestrial in dense rain forests. Altitude 600-850 m.
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